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What is the mission of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church?



“Go . . . make disciples . . . ”

Matthew 28:19 



What is a disciple?



“By this all will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for 

one another.”

John 13:35



“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 

cross, and follow Me.”



“Then Jesus said to them, 
‘Follow Me, and I will make you 

become fishers of men.’”

Mark 1:17



A disciple is a: 
loving, 

self-denying, 
soul-winner.



The goal of discipleship is not  
just a worshiper, but a worker.



“It is evident that all the sermons 
that have been preached have not 

developed a large class of self-
denying workers . . . ”

Testimonies for the Church, vol.6, p. 431 



But how?



“A disciple is not above his teacher, 
but everyone who is perfectly 

trained will be like his teacher.”

Luke 6:40



“Every church should be a training 
school for Christian workers. Its 
members should be taught how to give 
Bible readings,. . .” 

The Ministry of Healing, p. 149
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The call to make disciples 
is a call to train.



“The Lord desires that His word of 
grace shall be brought home to every 
soul. To a great degree this must be 
accomplished by personal labor. This 
was Christ's method.”

Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 229



Christ’s method 
is personal.



Train by:
(1) instruction, 

(2) observation, and 
(3) participation



Instruction



“For three years and a half the 
disciples were under the instruction 
of the greatest Teacher the world has 
ever known. By personal contact and 
association, Christ trained them for 
His service.”

Acts of the Apostles, p. 17



Christ’s method includes
interactive teaching.



“There should be less preaching, and 
more teaching. . . . As we approach the 
end, I have seen that in these meetings 
there will be less preaching, and more 
Bible study. There will be little groups 
all over the grounds, with their Bibles in 
their hands, 



and different ones leading out in a free, 
conversational study of the Scriptures. 
This was the method that Christ taught 

His disciples.”

Gospel Workers, p. 407, 408







Observation



“In the training of the disciples the 
example of the Saviour's life was far 
more effective than any mere 
doctrinal instruction.”

The Desire of Ages, p. 349



Participation



“After these things the Lord 
appointed seventy others also 

and sent them two by two before His 
face into every city and place where He 

Himself was about to go. ”



“When we are successful in the work 
of soulsaving, those who are added to 
the faith will, in turn, use their ability in 
giving the truth to others.”

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 85



“He said to them, ‘Therefore every 
teacher of the law who has become a 
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is 
like the owner of a house who brings 
out of his storeroom new treasures 
as well as old.’ ”



“And the things that you have heard from me 
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 

men who will be able to teach others also.”

2 Timothy 2:2



Andrew went and brought 
Peter.



Philip went and brought 
Nathaniel.



Samaritan woman brought 
her whole village.





Their work was not easy. The opening 
labors of the Christian church were 
attended by hardship and bitter grief.”

The Acts of Apostles, p.595



“…unlearned men to proclaim the 
truths that were to move the world. 
These men He purposed to train and 
educate as the leaders of His church. 
They in turn were to educate others 
and send them out with the gospel 
message.”

The Acts of Apostles, p.17



A Biblical Strategy for Disciple-
Making Evangelism



Global TMI is a call for every church and 
every member to become actively involved in 

making disciples using Christ’s method.

WHAT IS GLOBAL TMI?



WHAT IS GLOBAL TMI CULTURE?



“The real character of the church is 
measured, not by the high profession she 
makes, not by the names enrolled on her 
books, but by what she is actually doing 

for the Master, by the number of her 
persevering, faithful workers.” 

Gospel Workers, p. 200



“When we are successful in the work of 
soul saving, those who are added to the 

faith will, in turn, use their ability in 
giving the truth to others.” 

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 85



1. Success is measured by the number of workers (church 
members sharing the truth), not merely by baptisms.

WHAT IS GLOBAL TMI CULTURE?



“There is need of coming close to the 
people by personal effort. If less time 
were given to sermonizing, and more 
time were spent in personal ministry, 

greater results would be seen.”

The Ministry of Healing, p. 143



“The Lord desires that His word of 
grace shall be brought home to every 
soul. To a great degree this must be 

accomplished by personal labor. This 
was Christ's method.”

Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 229



“When both are combined, with the blessing 
of God, a more perfect and thorough work 

may be wrought; but if we can have but one 
part done, let it be the individual labor of 
opening the Scriptures in households…”

The Review and Herald, 3/13/1888, p. 143



1. Success is measured by the number of workers (church 
members sharing the truth), not merely by baptisms.

2. Personal Ministry (Christ’s method) is the priority, but Public 
Evangelism is combined for best results.

WHAT IS GLOBAL TMI CULTURE?



“The board is responsible 
to: 1. Ensure that there is 
an active, ongoing 
discipleship plan in place, 
which includes both 
spiritual nurture and 
outreach ministries. This is 
the most important item for 
the board’s attention” (p. 
137).



1. Success is measured by the number of workers (church 
members sharing the truth), not merely by baptisms.

2. Personal Ministry (Christ’s method) is the priority, but Public 
Evangelism is combined for best results.

3. Ongoing and active discipleship plan means establishing 
essential ministries in every phase of disciple-making that will 
continue beyond the 2024/2025 launch.

WHAT IS GLOBAL TMI CULTURE?



STRATEGY 
OVERVIEW



EQUIPPING THE CHURCH

1. Emphasize spiritual revival
2. Establish an interest review process
3. Provide personal evangelism training



A SINGLE, ACTIVE, ONGOING 
DISCIPLESHIP PLAN



PREPARE
the soil of the heart

How? 
Befriend people and minister to practical needs.



PREPARE
the soil of the heart

Health and Friendship
Building Ministries



THE DISCIPLE-MAKING JOURNEY

1. Friendship Interest



PLANT
seeds of truth

How? 
Invite people to consider spiritual truth.



PLANT
seeds of truth

Literature, Media, and
Invitation Ministries



THE DISCIPLE-MAKING JOURNEY

1. Friendship Interest

2. Spiritual Interest



CULTIVATE
spiritual interests

How? 
Engage people in a series of 
full-message Bible studies.



CULTIVATE
spiritual interests

Bible Study Ministry



THE DISCIPLE-MAKING JOURNEY

1. Friendship Interest

2. Spiritual Interest

3. Study Interest



HARVEST
decisions for Christ

How? 
Appeal to people to follow Christ and

Bible truth and to be baptized.



HARVEST
decisions for Christ

Evangelistic Meetings



THE DISCIPLE-MAKING JOURNEY

1. Friendship Interest

2. Spiritual Interest

3. Study Interest

4. Baptismal Interest



PRESERVE
the harvest

How? 
Nurture new members, train them in evangelism, 

and integrate them into the life and mission of 
the church



PRESERVE
the harvest

New Member 
Discipleship Training



THE DISCIPLE-MAKING JOURNEY

1. Friendship Interest

2. Spiritual Interest

3. Study Interest

4. Baptismal Interest

5. Worker-in-training
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